Financial sup

Therearevariouswaysthatyoumaybeentitledto
financial help whileyouare studyingat West Thames
College.

West Thames College will carry out a financial assessment for each
bursary applicant received to establish household income, whether there
is an actual financial need to help students with the cost of travel, to
buy essentialbooks, equipmentorspecialist clothing(suchas protective
overalls, for example), field trips and other course-related costs and
whether bursary support is available to contribute to the costs of attending
industry placements, university interviews and open days. These are items
thestudent would otherwise needto payforinordertoparticipate.

Atthebeginningoftheterm, ifspecialistequipmentand/oratravel
passis needed, the college will purchase this and the cost will be
deductedfromthestudent’s overallaward. Booksand equipment
purchased for a student to complete their study programme must be
returned once the study programmesis completed.

All payments are made subject to 90% attendance (the college
expects 100%attendance).

For students under 19

Vulnerable Bursary
For students who are aged 16-18 on 31 August 2021 and either:

* Incare orleaving care (social services) or

¢ Receiving Income Support or Universal Credits and living
independently or

+  On Employment and Support Allowance with Disability Living
Allowance/Personal Independence Payments.

Discretionary Bursary

For students who are aged 16-18 on 31 August 20210r aged 19

continuing the same course and either:

* Youoryour parents/guardians are in receipt of benefits* or
+ Have a family income of not more than £20,000.

*Ifon Universal Credit, your family income must be less than £20,000.

For students over 19

Discretionary Learner Support (DLS)

To be eligible for DLS, all of the following must apply:

+ Youareaged19-23onanFEcourse uptoandincludingLevel3, or
aged24+onanFEcourseuptoandincludingLevel 2, and

+ Youareinreceipt of benefits, and

+ Youhaveafamilyincome of not more than £28,000.

Loan Bursary

To be eligible, you must be aged 19+ and:

+ Bestudyingonacourse at Level 3 or higher, and

+ Beinreceipt of the Advanced Learner Loan or have had your Loan
approved by the Student Loans Company, and

¢+ Beinreceipt of benefits*, and

+ Have afamilyincome of not more than £28,000.

*If on Universal Credit, your family income must be less than £28,000.

Informationinthisdocumentwas correctattime of printing (June 2021) but may be subject
tochange.Forfurtherdetails, please speak toanymemberofthe StudentExperienceTeam.

portchecklist

Evidence you need to bring for your application

ONE of the following

TWO or more

PLEASE NOTE

Free meals at college
Please see the Free College Meals posters or Moodle for eligibility.

For more information

Please see the Student Guide to Financial Support booklet, the college
website or Moodle, or contact:

Sanjeevani Seneviratne

Welfare and Support Adviser q
studentwelfare
@west-thames.ac.uk ~
020 8326 2412

~ West Thames
Collegelondon



